PUBLIC HEARINGS REGARDING 
PLANNING AND SERVICE AREAS IN MINNESOTA--2008
Questions and Issues for Resolution
1. Why is the leadership from the five-county area requesting a change in Planning and Service Areas?  What are the issues?
2. Who is asking for the change in PSA? The Upper Minnesota Valley RDC or the five counties’ commissioners?

3. In what way/s would a change in PSAs improve the services to older Minnesotans in the five-county area?  Would there be any changes in services or providers that would be more “strategic”?
4. If the LODSAAA Board recommends that the PSA not be changed, what alternatives does the leadership in the five-county have in mind?  What do they see as their options?
5. If in a few years the five-county area became dissatisfied with being included in the Northwest PSA, what would be the recourse?

6. Describe the decision-making style the five counties are seeking?

7. How big would that make the Northwest PSA?  How many miles is it from the top of Kittson to the bottom of Yellow Medicine County?  How would LODSAAA provide for needed monitoring, such as site visits?
8. Given the fewer funding resources, would this change have a negative impact on the services for older people in 
a. The five counties requesting the change?
b. The 21 counties currently in the Northwest PSA?

c. The remaining 22 counties in the Southwest PSA?

9. Describe how the needs of the service population in the five counties and the staff at the UMVRDC would be integrated into the LODSAAA operations.

10. Given the budget cuts anticipated in the five-county area what do the service providers expect for next year?  Describe the 3-5 year plan for addressing the forecast budget decrease.
11. Provide a description of the five-county area that is being requested to shift to another PSA:

a. Demographics in 2000 with projections for 2010
b. Budget of aging funds

c. Service philosophy, standards and priorities 

d. Services and services providers currently funded with OAA and state aging funds.
e. Collaborations and service partnerships beyond their borders
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