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2/11/2009
This is the first installment of SA-FYI for the 2009 legislative session. It is a stressful session given the financial challenges for the biennial budget as the key issue. As of this writing almost 700 bills have been introduced in the House of Representatives, and 562 bills in the Senate. However, until the new revenue forecast is known early in March, and the ramifications of the federal stimulus bill are understood, any bill that calls for new spending is facing an uphill battle.
The following pages are presented in a table format that was instituted in 2008 and seemingly well received.
The main source of research and information on bills and hearings for SA-FYI is the Legislative Resource Team of the Continuing Care Administration at the Department of Human Services. Without access to the work products of the legislative team, the number of bills followed by SA-FYI would not be possible. However, if any reader is aware of bills of significant interest to the aging network, that are not being followed; please advise staff at the contact information at the bottom of the page.

If you have reactions to this format compared to the more narrative style of previous years, please share them with me. I anticipate that there will be the usual side-by-side comparison format when we have Omnibus bills, nearer the conclusion of the session.

As in previous years, you may find actual text of all bills and legislative staff summaries of many bills at:

http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp
Senior Advocates FYI is a periodic update from the Minnesota Board on Aging.

Call 1-800-882-6262 or e-mail  john.selstad@state.mn.us
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	House File
	Senate File
	Description
	Status

	HF46
	
	A bill for an act relating to family law; providing for grandparent visitation rights on behalf of the child; expanding grandparent visitation rights; specifying procedures; requiring mediation;    MULLERY
	

	HF74
	
	A bill for an act relating to human services; providing attorney fees for invalid medical assistance liens;       MULLERY
	

	HF120
	SF203
	A bill for an act relating to health; establishing oversight for rural health cooperative arrangements; appropriating money;    HOSCH, SEIFERT, THISSEN; KUBLY, BERGLIN, LOUREY, KOERING
	

	HF135
	SF118
	A bill for an act relating to health; guaranteeing that all necessary health care is available and affordable for every Minnesotan; establishing the Minnesota Health Plan, Minnesota Health Board, Minnesota Health Fund, Office of Health Quality and Planning, ombudsman for patient advocacy, and inspector general for the Minnesota Health Plan; appropriating money;  27 House cosponsors,  and  MARTY, BERGLIN, ERICKSON-ROPES, DOLL, MURPHY
	

	HF 247
	SF 346
	A bill for an act relating to taxation; providing for a long-term care savings plan; providing for an income tax subtraction for contributions made to the long-term care savings plan

THISSEN, BROD, DEMMER;  REST, KOERING
	

	HF258
	
	A bill for an act relating to taxation; extending the property tax refund program to residents of certain nursing homes;    MURPHY, M
	

	HF 337
	
	Home care tax credit established, long-term consultation team amended, and caregiver burden scale established.   FRITZ
	

	HF 343
	SF 349
	Living at home/block nurse grant programs base funding for additional programs appropriation   HAUSMAN + 15 REPS;  KUBLY 
	

	HF 351
	SF 475
	Long-term care provider rate increases provided   FRITZ;  MARTY
	

	HF 374 
HF 200
	SF 224
SF 174
	Special transportation services renamed, medical transportation requirements modified, and reimbursement modified   THISSEN;  SHERAN

Broker use for medical transportation services prohibited, county social workers allowed to make level of need determinations, special transportation services renamed, and medical transportation requirements modified. ABELER + 23; MARTY 
	

	
	SF 329
	West Central health care purchasing alliance appropriation   KUBLY
	

	HF 473
	
	A bill for an act relating to health; establishing a health care professionals task force. THISSEN
	

	
	SF 369
	A bill for an act relating to estates and trusts; updating the Uniform Probate Code; adopting the Uniform Estate Tax Apportionment Act, the Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act, the Uniform Power of Attorney Act, and the Uniform Multiple-Person Accounts Act; (a 90+ page bill with a wide variety of technical and other changes regarding estates and trusts.) SCHEID
	

	HF632
	SF 412
	A bill for an act relating to probate; enacting the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act.      JACKSON;  MOUA
	

	
	SF 416-420
	Five bills for an act relating to health; guaranteeing that all necessary health care is available and affordable for every Minnesotan; establishing the Minnesota Health Plan, Minnesota Health Board, Minnesota Health Fund, Office of Health Quality and Planning, ombudsman for patient advocacy, and inspector general for the Minnesota Health Plan; appropriating money  22 authors on the five bills
	

	HF 515
	
	New penalties created for criminal neglect of a vulnerable adult.  PEPPIN
	

	HF 528
	SF 489
	A bill for an act relating to reverse mortgages; eliminating the requirement that a reverse mortgage becomes due when committed principal has been fully paid; mandating counseling by an independent housing agency; regulating lender default; imposing liability on a subsequent purchaser of a reverse mortgage; providing for a right of recission; defining suitability;  DAVNIE:  CLARK
	

	HF 542


	
	Grandparent visitation rights on behalf of child provided, grandparent visitation rights expanded, procedures specified, and mediation required.   SMITH
	

	HF594
	
	Requiring the commissioner of human services to establish and administer a universal prescription drug program and prescription drug bulk purchasing program; establishing a dedicated fund; appropriating money; requiring mandated reports  LIEBLING
	

	HF 599
	
	Requiring commissioner of human services to modify the reimbursement methodology for federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics and implement related initiatives; requiring reports   MURPHY, E.
	

	HF 618
	SF 519
	Clarifying use of senior nutrition appropriations and client contributions  MURPHY, E.; MOUA
	

	HF 657
	
	Modifying 24-hour customized living services;  THISSEN
	

	
	SF 517
	Providing a property tax cap for long-term homeowners age 65 or older.  ORTMAN
	


	
	SF 543
	Directing the commissioner of human services to allocate permanent funding for Minnesota Faith in Action.  KOERING
	


To date: 680 House bills have been introduced; and 562 Senate bills

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billinf.php?ls=86  is a link to get bill texts
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