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2/27/2009
The busy legislative schedule continues and as of Feb. 26 almost 1,200 bills have been introduced in the House of Representatives, and over 1,000 bills in the Senate. However, as you will see in the tracking document, very few are being heard and passed through committee. (Watch the right hand column to follow updated status.) On Tuesday of this week, Chair Thissen of the health and human services policy committee stated his intent to hold some bills over for possible inclusion in a comprehensive LTC bill.

The new revenue forecast will be known next week, but the combined ramifications of the federal stimulus bill and new revenue forecast will take some time to be sorted out—probably mid-month.
The attached tracking document is a subset of bills that MBA staff and AAA directors follow together. It is also regularly reviewed by the SON (senior organizational network) group.  We do not follow all nursing facility bills, especially those concerned with single county rate adjustments or very technical issues. Likewise, the community waiver program bills that consist primarily of “inside baseball” level of information are omitted. You will find multiple bill numbers in one row occasionally, which means that they are identical or substantially so, but have different authors and therefore they might eventually combine, or one or the other might progress. 
When March 27th and the first deadline occurs, only the bills that have passed out of a policy committee in one body or the other will be tracked, because there is then only a small likelihood that the bill will see any movement unless as an amendment or through special treatment.
If you or your organizations are following a bill that you believe should be included in this tracking document, please bring it to my attention.

As in previous years, you may find actual text of all bills and legislative staff summaries of many bills at:

http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp
Senior Advocates FYI is a periodic update from the Minnesota Board on Aging.

Call 1-800-882-6262 or e-mail  john.selstad@state.mn.us
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	House File
	Senate File
	Description
	Status

	HF46

HF 542


	
	Relating to family law; providing for grandparent visitation rights on behalf of the child; expanding grandparent visitation rights; specifying procedures; requiring mediation;    MULLERY & SMITH
	

	HF74
	
	Relating to human services; providing attorney fees for invalid medical assistance liens;       MULLERY
	

	HF120
	SF203
	Relating to health; establishing oversight for rural health cooperative arrangements; appropriating money;    HOSCH; KUBLY
	One committee in each house passed and re-referred.

	HF135
	SF118

Plus

SF 416-420
	Six bills relating to health; guaranteeing that all necessary health care is available and affordable for every Minnesotan; establishing the Minnesota Health Plan, Minnesota Health Board, Minnesota Health Fund, Office of Health Quality and Planning, ombudsman for patient advocacy, and inspector general for the Minnesota Health Plan; appropriating money;  28 House cosponsors,  and  MARTY, BERGLIN, ERICKSON-ROPES, DOLL, MURPHY
	Two Senate committees passed as amended and re-referred. 

	HF 247
	SF 346
	Relating to taxation; providing for a long-term care savings plan; providing for an income tax subtraction for contributions made to the long-term care savings plan

THISSEN, BROD, DEMMER;  REST, KOERING
	

	HF258
	
	Relating to taxation; extending the property tax refund program to residents of certain nursing homes;    MURPHY, M
	

	HF 337
	
	Home care tax credit established, long-term consultation team amended, and caregiver burden scale established.   FRITZ
	

	HF 343
	SF 349
	Living at home/block nurse grant programs base funding for additional programs appropriation   HAUSMAN + 15 REPS;  KUBLY 
	

	HF 351
	SF 475
	Long-term care provider rate increases provided   FRITZ;  MARTY
	

	HF 374 

HF 200
	SF 224

SF 174
	Special transportation services renamed, medical transportation requirements modified, and reimbursement modified   THISSEN;  SHERAN

Broker use for medical transportation services prohibited, county social workers allowed to make level of need determinations, special transportation services renamed, and medical transportation requirements modified. ABELER + 23; MARTY 
	

	
	SF 329
	West Central health care purchasing alliance appropriation   KUBLY
	

	HF 473
	
	Relating to health; establishing a health care professional’s task force. THISSEN
	

	
	SF 369
	Relating to estates and trusts; updating the Uniform Probate Code; adopting the Uniform Estate Tax Apportionment Act, the Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act, the Uniform Power of Attorney Act, and the Uniform Multiple-Person Accounts Act; (a 90+ page bill with a wide variety of technical and other changes regarding estates and trusts.) SCHEID
	

	HF632
	SF 412
	Relating to probate; enacting the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act.      JACKSON;  MOUA
	

	HF 515
	
	New penalties created for criminal neglect of a vulnerable adult.  PEPPIN
	

	HF 528
	SF 489
	Relating to reverse mortgages; eliminating the requirement that a reverse mortgage becomes due when committed principal has been fully paid; mandating counseling by an independent housing agency; regulating lender default; imposing liability on a subsequent purchaser of a reverse mortgage; providing for a right of recission; defining suitability;  DAVNIE:  CLARK
	

	HF594
	
	Requiring the commissioner of human services to establish and administer a universal prescription drug program and prescription drug bulk purchasing program; establishing a dedicated fund; appropriating money; requiring mandated reports  LIEBLING
	

	HF 599
	SF890
	Requiring commissioner of human services to modify the reimbursement methodology for federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics and implement related initiatives; requiring reports   MURPHY, E.; PRETTNER SOLON
	

	
	SF 517
	Establishing a maximum homestead property tax (cap) program (over 65) ORTMAN
	See HF1019, related

	HF 618
	SF 519
	Clarifying use of senior nutrition appropriations and client contributions  MURPHY, E.; MOUA
	

	HF 657
	SF 690
	Modifying 24-hour customized living services;  THISSEN
	

	HF 666
	SF652
	Nursing home and home care regulations modified.  NORTON; LYNCH
	

	HF 703
	SF 697
	Providing long-term care provider rate adjustments; modifying the phase-in of rebased nursing facility rates; providing funding for nursing facility moratorium exceptions and extending project approval; requiring the commissioner of human services to develop recommendations on specialized care;  HOSCH; PRETTNER SOLON
	

	HF 704
	SF 166
	Regulating life insurance; prohibiting stranger-originated life insurance; KNUTH; SCHEID
	Passed in Senate 

	HF 706
	SF 676
	Retroactive payments authorized, additional elderly waiver services authorized (section 2), and medical assistance eligibility determination time frames established. THISSEN; TORRES RAY
	

	HF 760
	SF 543
	Minnesota Faith in Action permanent funding allocated. WARD; KOERING
	

	HF 804
	SF 951
	Guardian and conservator governing provisions modified. THISSEN; MOUA
	

	HF 818
	SF 758
	Financial records disclosure in connection with financial exploitation investigations authorized, procedures for reporting and investigating maltreatment modified, duties of financial institutions in cases of financial exploitation specified, and penalties imposed. HILSTROM; MOUA
	2/27/09 hearing scheduled

	HF 826
	SF 654
	Permitting non-Medicare home care agencies to provide alternative care services; eliminating the customized living rate cap;  MURPHY, E.; ERICKSON ROPES
	

	HF 856
	
	Medical assistance providers allowed to repackage and reprice services, health opportunity account project established, and human services commissioner required to develop and seek federal approval, MinnesotaCare voucher project established, and proposals and timetable required.  EMMER
	

	
	SF 716
	Modifying rates nursing facilities may charge private paying residents; authorizing payment for certain long-term care employer health insurance costs;  ROSEN
	

	
	SF 723
	Prohibiting the use of a broker for medical transportation services; allowing county social workers to make level-of-need determinations;   LYNCH
	

	HF 936
	SF 839
	Communities for a lifetime criteria specified, and Minnesota Board on Aging and commissioner of employment and economic development required to develop recommendations on the designation of communities for a lifetime. THISSEN; SHERAN
	Passed in first House committee.

	HF 965

HF 976
	
	Relating to taxation; adjusting long-term care insurance credit; GOTTWALT

Increasing the long-term care insurance credit;  GUNTHER
	

	HF 1002
	SF 734
	Innovation in nursing education demonstration projects grant program. PRETTNER SOLON
	

	HF 1019
	
	Taxable market value increase prohibited for certain homesteads owned by persons age 65 years or older. DRAZKOWSKI
	

	HF 1027
	SF 962
	Medicare-covered service balance billing prohibition repealed. LIEBLING; LYNCH
	

	HF 1085
	
	Long-term care trust fund benefits created, long-term care financing program and governing board established, actuarial studies required, income tax imposed to fund long-term care benefits, benefits exempted from income taxation, tax data disclosure allowed, and money appropriated. THISSEN
	

	HF 1125
	
	Nursing home inspection permitted by nursing home personnel.  EASTLUND
	

	HF 1166
	SF 769
	Life insurance settlements regulated, enforcement provided, criminal penalties and civil remedies prescribed.  JOHNSON; 
	

	
	SF 986
	County human services mandates relief; bordering states child placement; funeral expenses county payment; nursing facility rules modification; day training alternative licensing; school district health care program information.   LYNCH
	


To date: 1,179 House bills have been introduced; and 1,014 Senate bills

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billinf.php?ls=86  is a link to get bill texts
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